
Daily Bible Study Guide for May 18–23 
 

 
 
17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in 
person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your 
face.  18 For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet 
Satan hindered us. 19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it 
not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  20 For you 
are our glory and joy. (1 Thessalonians 2:17–20) 
 
One of the great promises of Heaven is that we will be reunited with believing 
loved ones.  All who in this life said yes to Jesus Christ will be there—people 
from the beginning of time here on earth, and from every place on the earth. 
 
Our greatest joy, however, will be to see the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the 
Eternal One Who became one of us so we could forever be with Him.  What 
a great day it will be when all believers are gathered together around the 
throne of our Savior! 
 
We want you to be in Heaven with the rest of us.  May this weekʼs Study 
Guide give you greater assurance and anticipation of our gathering together 
with Him. 

Monday, May 18 
Read: 1 Thessalonians 2:17–20 
 
1. Why were the writers of 1 Thessalonians taken away from the people who  
lived in Thessalonica? (Acts 17:1–10) 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

2. What does the Apostle Paul mean by the phrase “in person, not in spirit”? 

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

3. How is Romans 1:13 similar to 1 Thessalonians 2:18? 

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

4. How is Romans 15:18–25 different from 1 Thessalonians 2:18?  (Hint: The  
reason for Paulʼs delay was a “positive” one.  Can you find it?) 

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

5. Discussion/Application: What positive things are keeping you busy in  
serving the Lord?  What negative things distract you from serving Him? 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             



Tuesday, May 19 
Read: 1 Thessalonians 2:18; Revelation 2:8–11 

1. What words of comfort did Jesus give to the believers in Smyrna? 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

2. “Tribulation for ten days” (Revelation 2:10) means that Jesus measures 
and limits (and therefore controls) the degree and duration of our trials.  Why  
is it important to know this? 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

3. Read Revelation 12:9–12.  What activity of Satan is stopped at this event? 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

4. What is the key to victory over the evil one? (Revelation 12:11) 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

5. Discussion/Application: Who are those who dwell in the heavens?  
(Revelation 12:12) 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

Wednesday, May 20 
Read: 1 Thessalonians 2:19–20 

1. The crown mentioned in todayʼs verse symbolizes a reward rather than  
royalty.  What exactly is the reward to which the writer is referring? 

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

2. How do you think the crown is earned, since it is a reward? 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

3. Pride and boasting are typically seen as sinful attitudes and actions.  What  
is said about pride and boasting in 2 Corinthians 1:14? 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

4. Eternal life is based on our response to Godʼs calling (Ephesians 1:3–6; 
Acts 2:38; 16:31; Romans 10:9–13).  Why, then, did Paul anticipate boasting  
about his role in the conversion of others? 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

5. Discussion/Application: Do you have any crowns in heaven? 

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             



Thursday, May 21 
Read: 1 Thessalonians 2:19 and the other references below to see what 1  
and 2 Thessalonians say about the return of Christ. 

1. What might cause our anticipation about the return of Christ to increase? 
(1 Thessalonians 3:12–13) 
                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

2. What does God want to do in your life right now to prepare you for the  
return of Christ? (1 Thessalonians 5:23) 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

3. What will God do for believers when Jesus returns? (2 Thessalonians 1:7–
12) 
                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

4. What will God do for Himself through the church when Jesus returns? (2 
Thessalonians 1:7–12) 
                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

5. Discussion/Application: What comfort can we take from 2 Thessalonians  
2:1–12 regarding the deterioration of our culture? 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

 

Friday, May 22 
Read: 1 John 3:1–3 

1. What will happen to Christians when Jesus returns to earth? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

2. How does the anticipated return of Christ affect us today? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

3. What request did Jesus make when He prayed for us in John 17:24?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

4. What insights do the following verses give regarding the way we see and 
understand the glory of Christ right now? (1 Corinthians 13:12; 2 Corinthians  
3:18: 5:6–8) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

5. Discussion/Application: We are told in 1 John 3:3 that the one who has the 
hope of seeing Christ return will purify himself right now.  Why is purity  
important, and how do we purify ourselves? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                             



Saturday, May 23 
Read: The verses below and record the activities we will be doing when we  
are in Heaven. 

1. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

2. Revelation 4:1–11 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

3. Revelation 21:3–4 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

4. Revelation 22:3 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

5. Discussion/Application: What questions do you have about heaven? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                         


